Audio Script
The Inca empire

Harry (H): Dad, I need your help. I have to prepare a speech about an ancient civilisation for my history class. I don’t know what to choose.
Dad (D): How about the Roman empire?
(H): No, we’ve already done it. I’d like to talk about something special.
(D): Perhaps the Incas then… 

(H): That sounds better. But I don’t know much about their civilisation.
(D): I’ll tell you what I know so you can decide if it is interesting enough.
(H): Great!
(D): Well, first of all, the Incas were famous for their magnificent architecture. For hundreds of years, the cities and towns that they built were forgotten, but today, you can still admire their ruins. They tell you a lot about the Inca world of the past.
(H): What is so exciting about these cities?
(D): The Incas built huge fortresses, gigantic pyramids, and so called stone cities. Their architects often designed various geometric patterns and figures of birds, animals and insects. We do not know how the Incas built these massive structures. They did not have wheels or iron tools and they did not use animals. But still, the buildings were perfectly designed and every stone fitted into its place perfectly. Do you know that some of the Incas’ structures and patterns have been discovered by accident?
(H): (surprised) Really? What made the Inca empire disappear?
(D): I’m not sure. But it is interesting how they have influenced the beliefs of people of various nationalities and religions all over the world. There are the huge geometric designs in the fields near Peru’s southern coast. They show some sea animals but they are so big you can recognise them only from an aeroplane. Many people who believe in UFOs believe that the Incas made these signs to help spaceships find a place to land. Others believe that these drawings or images showed different positions of the sun, moon and stars at important times of the year.
(H): It really is unusual.
(D): Now Harry, get that book about the Inca cities. It’s over there. You will find a lot of information about life on the South American Continent 500 years ago.
(H): Thanks, Dad.
